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56 Reverend Ezra Fisher 

Clatsop Plains, Clatsop County, Ore., July 23, 1847. 

Dear Brother Hill : 

Your favors of October 26th and November 13th were re- 
ceived June the 20th, and read with great pleasure, they being 
the first communications I have received from ybur pen 
since I left Rock Island, 111., although I have written about 
half a quire of paper to you. One letter, however, of yours 
reached Oregon City; but our letters are all forwarded by 
private conveyance, and it was lost. It was the one which 
came on board the Brig Henry, Captain Kilburn, from New- 
berryport. 126 The pamphlets and papers, which were sent 
on board that ship, were also lost. But Brother Johnson 
received his letter sent at the same time. The boxes of 
goods which you forwarded on board the Bark Whiton, Cap- 
tain Geleston, 127 will probably be here in two or three weeks, 
and will be very gladly received, as we are brought to rather 
straitened circumstances. In view of the small number of 
inhabitants at Astoria and the difficulty of sustaining my 
family there, we moved to these plains (Clatsop) about the 
first of May last. This I did by the advice of our Baptist 
friends in the Territory. Yet here we are compelled to 
devote most of the week providing the bread that perishes. 
Yet I think our position is as favorable to the promotion of 
the cause of truth as any I could have taken in Oregon after 
the one which Brother Johnson occupies. The future com- 
merce of the country must pass within a few miles of us, 
and we feel strongly confident that a port of entry will be 
established near the mouth of this majestic Columbia, and 
other public works must necessarily go forward in our county 
as soon as we have a territorial government organized by 
the United States Congress. At present we have but a small 
population in this county. In view of the time being so 
near at hand when this must probably become a command- 



126 This was William K. Kilborn. The "Henry" is a familiar figure in 
Oregon history of this time. See Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. I: 414, 679-80; II: 24, 

127 Galston, not Geleston. For the return voyage of the "Whiton" see 
Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. I: 620. 
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ing point, I think you and the Board would approve of 
my course, were you in Oregon to see and judge for me. 
I am building a temporary log cabin this summer, which, to- 
gether with raising my provisions, confines me at home. Yet 
I intend by the help of God to spend four or five weeks in 
the Willamette Valley the coming fall. When once we get 
into our house, I could probably support my family with two 
hundred dollars a year, with the industry of the family and 
what I should receive from the people, and be able to devote 
myself entirely to the ministry of the Word, should there be 
any way opened whereby you can with certainty make re- 
mittances, principally in articles of clothing and furniture 
such as will be indispensable to our comfort. We trust the 
time is near when the present difficulties under which we 
labor will be obviated by the establishing of a regular mail 
route across the mountains and by a frequent communication 
by shipping from this place to New York and other Atlantic 
ports. I trust before this the terms of a permanent peace 
are negotiated between our nation and Mexico. O when 
will the adorable Prince of Peace forever terminate the hor- 
rors of war! I trust that tolerance to the gospel will be 
gained to all the country which our nation may acquire, but 
there is efficacy in our gospel to gain this victory at incom- 
parably less expense, both of money and sufferings. 

It is greatly to be regretted that we are situated so far 
from your relief that we are obliged to leave our appropriate 
calling to procure our daily bread, and I have often asked 
the question why our hands must be bound, when there is 
so much to do for the cause of our Redeemer in Oregon. It 
is not because the people refuse to hear the gospel from our 
lips ; and God is my witness that it is not because I delight 
in secular pursuits, at least while on every hand we see so 
much need of the undivided, unremitted labors of a devoted 
gospel ministry. But while we lie in this situation, other 
denominations of Christians are beginning to lay a founda- 
tion for future influence, and among them the Roman Catho- 
lics are the most numerous and the best sustained by far. 
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We are in daily expectation of the arrival of a vessel 
freighted with Roman missionaries, priests, teachers, nuns 
and missionary funds to the amount, it is said, of $130,000 
to be expended in Oregon. Can we, must we labor five or 
six days with our hands and then, when the Sabbath re- 
turns, go worn down in body (and shall I say in spirit) and 
but half prepared to the place where God is to be publicly 
worshipped and there meet the congregations and proclaim 
to them the words of Eternal Life? But God is our helper, 
and His promise does not fail. Even in these trying circum- 
stances we often feel an assurance of the Divine presence in 
the little groups to which we preach. 

You request me to be specific in making my reports ac- 
cording to the instructions contained in our appointments. 
I must be honest in this matter. For the last six months my 
labors have been principally confined to the Sabbath; my 
visits of a pastoral kind have been few. In our county we 
have not sustained a prayer-meeting; but we are beginning 
to make an effort to sustain the monthly concert. On our 
removal to these plains, we immediately organized' a Sabbath 
school and Bible class in connection with the Presbyterians. 
There are about twenty-five Sabbath school children and I 
have a Bible class of about ten middle-aged and young men. 
Mrs. Fisher and our daughter have each a class. We have 
a small library of about thirty volumes and expect to obtain 
an addition from books sent out by the Massachusetts S. S. 
Society. We have made this temporary arrangement and 
addressed the corresponding secretary of the A. S. S. Union, 
soliciting a donation of books. Our Sabbath exercises are 
conducted as follows: Preaching at 11 o'clock A. M.; inter- 
mission; Sunday school, after which we spend about an hour 
in singing. 

Our plains extend from the mouth of the Columbia River 
along the beach south about fifteen miles, and, for the sake 
of our Sabbath school, we have deemed it expedient to meet 
and preach with the Presbyterians, the Presbyterian minister 
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occupying one Sabbath and I the next, alternately. 128 I 
preached a few Sabbaths at 5 P. M. in the south part of 
the plains, but it was soon found that a want of time com- 
pelled us to abandon the evening preaching. 

Our congregations are about fifty, on an average. We 
have not yet taken any measures to organize a Baptist church 
in this place, there being no male members but myself, yet 
we think we shall do something on that subject this season. 
We meet in a little log school house, about 16 feet square, 
in which my daughter teaches a small day school of about 
15 children. I have obtained no signatures to the temperance 
pledge in the form in which you published it, 129 but the frequent 
instances of violation of the laws by introducing ardent spirits 
among the Indians and selling to the Whites without license, 
induced the settlers to call a meeting, which resulted in every 
man but two or three signing a pledge that we would hold 
our persons and property in readiness to prevent the unlawful 
introduction and sale of intoxicating spirits into our county. 
Little is drunk in the county except by the Indians and a few 
Whites who are as regardless of principle as the savages 
themselves. Perhaps I can say with certainty that for the 
last four weeks we have had more than usual attention to the 
preaching of the Word, although we learn of no instances of 
hopeful conversion. We feel a strong assurance that a great 
change externally has taken place among the inhabitants of 
these plains within the last six months. A general desire to 
maintain good order in society is apparent. 

The people generally have not been accustomed to aid in 
the support of the gospel, and as yet they have everything 
to do to open their farms and provide their families with 
clothing, which would be regarded very indifferent, even on 
the frontier territories east of the mountains. I find neigh- 



128 This Presbyterian minister was probably Lewis Thompson, a native of 
Kentucky, who came to the Pacific Coast in 1846 and settled on Clatsop Plains. 
Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. II: 680. 

129 Temperance sentiment was strong in early Oregon. There was a pro- 
hibition law from 1844 to 1846 and a large proportion of the population was in 
favor of prohibition even after there was no law on the statute book to that effect. 
Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. I: 281, 437, 537-9! II: 37. 
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bors kind, but it will require years to place them in even 
comfortable circumstances. Consequently we cannot expect 
much support immediately from the people. We have one 
sister who has furnished us with more than half our butter 
this summer. The people help me some in building my 
house. 

On the subject of education our citizens manifest a very 
laudable spirit. We should have erected a school house suitable 
for a school and meeting house this summer, but for the 
extreme pressure of business to prepare for the coming summer. 

July 26 — I have just learned that the Brutus is to leave 
the first favorable wind and Elder Geo. Gary 130 is to return 
to New York on board with his wife. I therefore have but 
a few minutes more to write, and much to write. I must there- 
fore close this package in a few minutes and carry them ten 
miles, deliver today and return. 

I have several times stated to you the sum with which 
we could be sustained by taxing every power of economy, 
and even parsimony, without our reach. But were we to be 
liberated to devote ourselves as freely to the ministry as our 
brethren in New England and New York, with all their aid 
of deacons, deaconesses and pious, devoted lay members, it 
would require a sum not less than from $400 to $600 per 
year. And why should we not give ourselves wholly to the 
work? Is it because the labors of a missionary in Oregon 
are less important than those of a local pastor in the churches 
at home? Your Board and the churches wish to hear the 
most cheering news of our success as ministers. You wish our 
pens ably wielded in the description of the country as it relates 
to its geography, physical resources, natural history, manners 
and custotms of the people, and in short everything which will 
contribute to scatter light and awaken an interest on the 
subject of our new territory, and all this is right. But how 
can this be done by men loaded with secular cares and worn 
by daily labor to procure what would be a poor subsistence 

130 Rev. George Gary came to Oregon in 1844 and was superintendent of the 
Methodist Mission in Oregon, 1844-7. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. I: 39, 218; II: 677. 
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in the States? If I have one object for which I desire to live 
more than all others, it is to see the cause for which Christ 
empoverished himself making the people of Oregon rich. 
That this may be done, we must labor in every moral depart- 
ment which relates to the well being of a new republic where 
vice rolls in like the waves of the ocean. 

I hope to be able to write a few more sheets which will reach 
Elder Gary at the Sandwich Islands. 

I wish you to forward me most of the amount appropriated 
for my support in such articles of clothing as we shall order, 
as far as practicable. A few dollars in money seem indis- 
pensable, perhaps twenty, which you will probably send in 
gold or silver in the box of goods you send. Hereafter direct 
all boxes and packages for me to Astoria. 

Please send us the following articles, as far as practicable 
and in accordance with the directions of the Board : 

Two bolts of good common sheeting, unbleached. 

Twelve yards of good bed ticking. 

Two webs of good common calico, dark colored. 

Twenty yards of linsey for children's winter dresses. 

Two pairs of women's calfskin shoes, suitable for an Oregon 
winter, no. 4. 

Two pairs of good slippers, no. 4. 

Two pairs of stout calfskin shoes, men's, no. 9, suitable for 
winter rains. 

Two pairs of boys' shoes, stout, nos. 3 and 4. 

Two pairs girls' shoes, nos. 1 and 2. 
Two pairs of girls' shoes, nos. 12 and 13, little children's 
numbers. 

Twenty or twenty-five yards of Kentucky Janes. 

One dark shawl of worsted, or some kind of woolen text- 
ure, adapting the price somewhat to our income. 

One dress coat black cloth; I think no doubt that one 
which would fit you will fit me, but guard against expenses, 181 



131 It was the frequent custom of the author, in ordering from the East, to 
specify that the clothes should fit Rev, Benjamin Hill, »s the two were about 
the same size. 
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let it be substantial, but it may be much coarser tha» would 
be called for in your city. 

Ten yards of satinet. 

One dollar's worth of good spool thread. 

One card of shirt buttons. 

Hooks and eyes, pins, sewing needles. 

Two fine combs. 

50 cents' worth of tape, sewing silk, pants and vest buttons. 

1 pair of cheap fire shovel and tongs. 

1 pair of plain andirons. 

One cheap set of teacups and saucers. 

Six common dining plates, four bowls. 

One spider, called skillet in the West, for frying meat. 

One pair of silver set spectacles. 

15 or 20 pounds of coffee. 

One two-quart pitcher, plain. 

Two cheap linen table cloths, white. 

Give my thanks to Br. Everts for the Bible Manual. Br: 
Johnson has received his. 

I am now on board the Brutus and in great haste. Elder 
Gary has engaged to deliver these sheets in person and will 
probably give you some interesting descriptions of the state 
of things generally in Oregon. 

I will just say that I have received a letter from a Brother 
Ross, 132 a member of Br. Evert's church, who is in California. 
He is engaged in a Sabbath school at San Francisco Bay, 
and strongly solicits ministerial aid. From all the information 
I can receive, I am of the opinion that a faithful missionary 
or two should be sent to California immediately on the receipt 
of the intelligence that it is added to the United States. I am, 

Yours as ever, 

EZRA FISHER. 



132 This was Charles L. Ross, who came by sea to California in 1847. H« 
was prominent in San Francisco for a number of rears as a merchant, land owner, 
and public-spirited man. Bancroft, Hist, ef Cal. V: 704. 
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Missionary at the mouth of the Columbia River. 

Should you have opportunity to forward any boxes or 
packages to the Islands and not directly to this place, you 
can direct to me to the care of E. O. Hall, Financier for the 
A. B. C. F. Missions at Honolulu, Oahu, and pay the freight 
and they will probably reach me in safety. 

Received Jan. 17, 1848. 

Clatsop Plains, Oregon, Oct. 20th, 1847. 
Rev. and Dear Br. Hill : 

The Bark Whiton being about to sail for N. Y. in a day 
or two, I take this opportunity to address you a line, which I 
trust will reach you in three months, as Captain Gelston pro- 
poses crossing the Isthmus and sending his ship around the 
Cape. 

The two boxes of goods which you forwarded me on the 
Whiton were duly received, and the accompanying letters. I 
have delivered half the Bibles and Testaments, pamphlets and 
periodicals, and half of the goods which you forwarded to 
me, without my order, to Br. Johnson. 

The Bibles, Testaments, periodicals and reports were most 
gladly received and read with eagerness not only by myself and 
family, but by the surrounding community. They seemed to 
transport us to the shores of civilization and the regions of 
Christian enterprise, after years of seclusion. I carry with me 
a few tracts and religious periodicals each Sabbath, and give 
away the tracts and request the periodicals to be returned for 
further circulation. I give away no tract without enjoining 
upon the receiver the importance of reading it. 

Your letter of January 19th and 24th was received last 
week, but the periodicals are still behind; probably lost. I 
have just returned from a tour of four weeks in the Willam- 
ette Valley. I found rather an interesting state of things in 
Tualatin Plains. A gradual work of grace has been in progress 
in those plains since last June. Since last January, Brother 
Vincent Snelling has baptized fifteen into the fellowship of the 
church in that place, two of whom were the fruits of a series 
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of meetings held last year during my residence there. Some 
three or four more will be baptized next month. Religious 
interests are wearing a more favorable appearance on Yam 
Hill River and on the Rickreal. Two have been added to the 
former church and others will probably unite soon with each 
of the above named churches. The Methodists and Congre- 
gationalists in the Willamette Valley have received some acces- 
sions. The Campbellites are industriously engaged in making 
proselytes. We have no unusual interest in this place; our 
congregations are good for the number of people in the com- 
munity and a marked attention is given to the preaching of 
the Word. O that God would give me more of the spirit 
of my station! We have not yet constituted a church in this 
place, and shall probably delay organizing until spring, unless 
we should see that the time has come to arise and build before 
that time. We are having some accessions to our population on 
the coast by the present emigration now arriving, and some- 
what expect one or more Baptist families to settle with us. 

Since the first of last August I have labored about half 
of the time directly in the appropriate duties of the ministry, 
and the remainder of the time in providing for the immediate 
wants of my family; preached 13 sermons; delivered two 
lectures; attended one prayer-meeting; one covenant meet- 
ing; visited religiously 20 families and 12 individuals; visited 
no common schools; baptized none; obtained no signatures 
to the temperance pledge; neither assisted at the organization 
of a church nor the ordination of a minister; have taught 
regularly a Bible class of 10 scholars, except four Sabbaths 
of my absence ; distributed about 500 pages of tracts, 10 Bibles 
and 20 Testaments ; traveled 450 miles to and from my appoint- 
ments; received no person either by letter or experience; no 
cases of conversion in the field of my labor; no young men 
preparing for the ministry. The monthly concert is not sus- 
tained in Oregon. My people have paid nothing for missions, 
Bible societies or other societies; for my support $5. Con- 
nected with my labors is one Sunday school conducted by Bap- 
tists and Presbyterians; 30 scholars and six teachers, two 
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of whom are Baptists; and about 40 volumes in our library. 
As soon as the opening of spring we design establishing our 
preaching meetings and Sabbath school separate. 

I have repeatedly explained to you the reason of fixing my 
location at the mouth of the Columbia at so early a date in 
the history of the country. It is simply from its local import- 
ance and not because we have a large population in our vicinity 
at present. But our population is increasing gradually and 
are among the most intelligent and enterprising of Oregon, 
and I am greatly mistaken if our population and enterprise do 
not rapidly increase after next summer. I think the commer- 
cial mart of our territory must be at Astoria, or near the mouth 
of the Columbia. My present plan of operation is to spend 
the rainy season in this vicinity and, during the best part of 
the year, for traveling and collecting congregations, spend 
two or three months in traveling and preaching in the Wil- 
lamette Valley till they are better supplied with preachers and, 
if time permits, to visit Pugets Sound during the summer and, 
should our brethren settle there, which they probably will the 
coming season, raise an interest there, with the blessing of 
Him without whom we can do nothing. This point and the 
Sound must become the great commercial points in Oregon. 
We have now four Baptist ministers in the territory, besides 
Br. Johnson and myself, who will probably settle in the Wil- 
lamette Valley above Oregon City 133 and, although they have 
not enjoyed great advantages, they will probably be able to 
preach to the churches now formed and sustain the religious 
interests, with the assistance which Br. J. and myself can 
render them, till other ministers shall arrive, if God goes with 
them. A large portion of our Baptist members are from the 
upper part of Missouri and have not been much accustomed 
to exercise themselves in Christian enterprises, consequently 
it is too much to expect that they immediately engage in Sab- 
bath schools and other benevolent efforts with the facility and 

133 There are records of only three ministers — Rev. Vincent Snelling, Wm. 
Porter, and Richard Miller — besides the author and Mr. Johnson. The fourth was 
possibly James Bond, who was licensed but not ordained. Mattoon, Bap. An. of 
Ore. I: 43, 58, 59. Minutes of Willamette Bap. Assn. of Oregon, for 1848. 
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perseverance of men trained from their youth in this kind of 
work. Besides, many of them were just able to raise means 
sufficient to bring their families across the mountains and 
they have everything to do to give their families a competent 
living. Yet we have some happy exceptions ; may God greatly 
multiply this class. We have fixed upon the third week in next 
June to organize an association and trust by that time we shall 
have seven or eight churches to go into that organization. I 
think Br. Vincent Snelling ought to receive an appointment 
with a salary of $100 or $150. He is a faithful, worthy 
brother. I informed him that it would be expected that the 
churches which he supplied would request the Home Mission- 
ary Society to assist them in sustaining him and specify the 
amount they were able to do. He manifested a reluctancy to 
lay the subject before the churches, lest it might arouse some 
prejudice, as the churches were not altogether missionary in 
their views. I replied that I should be unwilling to constitute 
churches which would be likely to excommunicate me for 
carrying out the great principles of the gospel plan of salva- 
tion. Yet I thought he was unnecessarily timid, and I should 
apprehend no unpleasant consequences in presenting the sub- 
ject in a mild and affectionate manner. I leave the subject 
with your Board, hoping on the whole that Br. Snelling may 
receive your patronage. I can assure you he is a zealous, 
worthy brother. 

As it relates to California, I think our Board should spare 
no time in finding a judicious, practical preacher to locate at 
the most favorable point on San Francisco Bay. Our whaling 
vessels and merchant and war ships are almost constantly enter- 
ing and leaving that Bay and, should our Government retain 
Upper California, there must be places of importance imme- 
diately springing up on that spacious harbor. Br. Ross, a 
member of Br. Evart's church of your city, is there, and per- 
haps he has already applied to you for a minister. 

Baptist peculiarities must be vindicated in Oregon. Our 
Pedo-baptist and Campbellite neighbors are mooting the subject 
of baptism, and especially of communion. May we have 
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grace to present these subjects as gospel truths in the love 
of the gospel of the Blessed Saviour. 

Brother Johnson received a letter from you informing us 
that the Board had voted to increase our salaries to $200 each, 
which I hope will enable us to give ourselves entirely to the 
work, after three or four weeks which must be spent, on my 
part, in rendering my house tolerable for the winter. 

I wrote you in July by Elder Gary, on his return to New 
York. (He will probably deliver the package in person.) 
In those letters I ordered you to forward me some articles 
of clothing and other articles. Should you receive this in sea- 
son to forward a few other articles with the box before ordered, 
you will please put up twelve yards of Canton flannel, fifteen 
yards of red woolen flannel, six or eight pounds of saleratus or 
pearlash — put it up in a box or jar; four pounds of candle 
wicking; a tin reflector for baking bread; a hat, cheap, sub- 
stantial, 23j^ inches around the outside under the band; one 
set of Fuller's works bound in sheep. 184 I very much need 1 a 
commentary of the Bible, having disposed of both of mine 
before leaving the States on account of the transportation 
across the mountains, but I do not know but I shall make my 
orders exceed my income. Put up also one additional web of 
substantial dark calico. We hope the Baptist Publication 
Society will forward us a few of their publications, such as 
exhibit the peculiarities of the denomination and others of a 
devotional character, such as memoirs of eminent Christians, 
as a donation, if they can. The people here need religious 
reading. Probably some books of the above named character 
might be sold. Can you not obtain and forward us more 
tracts, as our stock will be exhausted before we shall get 
returns from this? 

My family are in good health. Indeed, we have had no 
sickness on the coast with the whites since the settlement of 
the country. Providence has given us one of the most salubri- 

134 Th« works of Andrew Fuller (1754-1815), a famous Baptist (English) 
theologian. McClintock and Strong, Cyc. of Bibl. Tktol. and Eccl. Lit. Ill: 6o». 
The edition asked for was probably that published in Philadelphia, edited tor 
Joseph Belcher. O. A. Roorback, BibHo*heca Americana, p. 309. 
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cms climes on earth. No doubt the whole territory is more 
healthy than any portion of the United States of the same 
extent of territory. Although we have small districts contig- 
uous to inundated lands somewhat subject to bilious attacks 
in the summer, yet no New Englander, or even any person 
east of the Allegheny Mountains, has anything to lose in point 
of health in emigrating to Oregon. 

I design spending some time next winter in giving you a 
general description of the country — its physical resources, the 
manners and customs of the people and the improvements 
of the country in manufactures and commerce. At present, 
however, I will only repeat substantially what I have more 
than once written to my friends in the State, that, although 
the face of the country below the Cascade range of moun- 
tains is generally broken, except in the valleys of the rivers, 
yet I think there is less waste land than is found in the same 
extent of country in New England 1 , and the soil will not suf- 
fer in comparison with that of New York, and portions of 
this district probably equal the finest parts of the great West- 
ern valley. Almost all our hill and mountain lands are rich 
and almost entirely free from stone and it is generally believed 
that the timbered land will produce better than the prairies 
when once it is cleared. The timber, although of an enormous 
growth, is generally so filled with balsam or pitch than when 
green it is fallen by fire and, with comparatively little chopping 
or piling, the fire consumes it, so that land may be cleared fit 
for the plough as easily in Oregon as in New York. 

As far as my observation has extended, the lands bordering 
upon the coast possess the richest, deepest soil and produce 
the most abundantly where they are sufficiently level to be 
cultivated. Few countries can be found in the world which 
will produce vegetables in greater abundance, or of a more 
delicious flavor, than the lands on the coast of Oregon so far 
as they have been tested. Although little is known in the 
state of Oregon except the far-famed Willamette Valley, yet 
it is my opinion that the soil on the coast, wherever it is 
sufficiently level for cultivation, will by far surpass that val- 
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ley in producing every kind of vegetable, and perhaps will not 
be inferior to it in the growth of wheat. Oats and barley 
nourish remarkably well on the poorest lands on the coast. 
The whole coast country will undoubtedly become one of the 
finest countries in the world for rearing cattle, horses and 
sheep, when once its forests are removed and the grasses are 
introduced. We only want our coast to be occupied with the 
industrious, enterprising farmers of N. Y. and N. England 
to make it one of the most desirable countries in the world. 
The whole coast region is so tempered with ocean spray and 
timely showers during the whole of the summer months that 
it is almost entirely exempt from the severe droughts to which 
the country is so much subject east of the Coast range of 
mountains. 

The general impression has been made abroad that there is 
little good land susceptible of settlement near the sea board. 
But I think it will be found that there is about as much good 
land suited to farming purposes in the vicinity of the mouth 
of the Columbia as there is in the vicinity of the Hudson 
River. And bordering Pugets Sound, including Whitby's and 
other islands, are many fine tracts of very rich land well adapted 
to agricultural purposes. And perhaps a very considerable 
tract of the finest, richest land in Oregon may be found on the 
coast between the mouth of the Umpqua River and the south- 
ern boundary of the Territory. Indeed, I am informed by 
those who have traveled the coast that there is not a stream 
putting into the ocean south of the mouth of the Columbia but 
affords some good land for settlement. 

I have given you these brief facts, hoping and praying that 
they may come under the eye of many a pious brother, and 
sister, too, whose spirit may be moved to come over and 
labor with us in the glorious work of giving a moral and relig- 
ious character to the thousands of our own countrymen who 
now people Oregon and the millions who will soon people the 
Pacific shores. Cannot some of our excellent deacons and 
praying, working, young married brothers and sisters be in- 
duced to come and become our fellow laborers in this delight- 
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ful clime and in this most delightful and important work? 
Is not the great Head of the church now pressing the question 
to the very heart of our members of our lay brethren ? Will 
they not go and plant the seed and cultivate the tender plants 
in the garden of the Lord? How important the position in 
relation to half the globe, and that yet unevangelized ! How 
important the position in relation to the commercial world, 
if the half is even realized which our national government 
anticipates ! Will not many of our praying brethren heed the 
call and come and work with us in the morning of our exist- 
ence in Oregon ? Everything is to be done, if this part of the 
country is to be saved from the reign of idolatry, the tyranny 
of skepticism and the dominion of the Beast. I must close 
this and hasten to write a few lines to our private friends. 

Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER. 

N. B. — We shall establish the monthly concert in these 
plains next month. Romans are sparing no pains to secure 
the influence and wealth of Oregon to their church; their 
priests are all Jesuits. May all our brethren in the States 
pray for God's blessings to rest on our labours. Will you 
not use your influence in encouraging our lay brethren to 
come and settle with us? I can almost assure them that 
they will never regret the sacrifice they must make at the 
first, if they will first count the cost, in the fear of the Lord, 
and wait on Him, after their arrival, before they get dis- 
heartened. Many on their arrival, seeing things so new and 
different from the more improved parts of the country they 
have left, become soon dissatisfied, before they have tried a 
winter and a summer in Oregon. But few, very few, remain 
dissatisfied more than six or eight months. When once they 
feel the bracing, salubrious atmosphere of the summer and 1 see 
the generous returns for their labor, they soon form a strong 
attachment to the country, and nothing but the want of im- 
proved society and a love of relatives and friends left behind 
will induce them to look back with desire to the land of their 
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youth. These inconveniences must be remedied by the habitual 
efforts of every philanthropist and Christian. 

Yours truly, E. F. 

Received May 6, 1848. 

October 31, 1847. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

We are all in health. Winter rains are just commencing, 
Crop of wheat in the upper country is light by means of an 
unusually dry summer, but on the coast all crops are usually 
good, droughts seldom affecting the coast seriously. The 
present immigration is numerous, the number of wagons be- 
ing generally estimated at about 1,000, and about 4,000 souls. 135 
Perhaps they have had more than a usual share of sickness and 
suffering on the road. Hundreds are yet on the last part of 
the journey. More than 1,200 or 1,500 wagons should never 
attempt to cross the mountains in one year, and they should not 
be incumbered with more loose cattle than is necessary for 
ample teams and milch cows. Sheep stand the journey best 
of all domestic animals and are the most useful when here. 
Emigrants from the eastern and middle states should come by 
water, if they can submit to a long sea voyage. Please enter 
the enclosed letters in the post office immediately upon reception 
of this. I send you a package of three sheets, by Captain 
Gelston, containing my report from August first. Shall spend 
some time during the rainy season in writing you. 

Our general prospects in Oregon are brightening. Com- 
merce is increasing rapidly and a general impulse is given 
to every branch of business. We earnestly hope the U. S. 
Congress will provide for us a government the coming ses- 
sion. 136 I trust your Board will provide for California imme- 
diately on the U. S. securing that territory to her jurisdiction. 
A colporter preacher jointly sustained by the A. Bapt. Publica- 
tion Society and the H. Mission Board, with a supply of books 
and tracts, would be an invaluable accession to Oregon. I 



1 35 Bancroft says the number of persons was between 4000 and 5000. Hist, 
of Ore. I: 623. 

136 Oregon was given a territorial government in 1848. 
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have written Br. Malcom on that subject. Oregon is in perish- 
ing need of this very kind of instrumentality. Will not our 
eastern Baptists give this Ter. the first colporter, with his 
supply of books adapted to every age and condition of man in 
the formation of a moral and religious character? You may 
think me enthusiastic. Well, be it so, I am quite sure you 
could not be less so, were you here to see and feel our wants 
as I do. We must have the Psalmist 137 here ; a few dozen would 
sell and these would prepare the way for hundreds more. 

Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received May 6, 1848. 

Clatsop Plains, March the 8th, 1848. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

The last communications I received from you were under 
date of October 2nd and 31st and Nov. 13th, 1846, per Bark 
Whiton, and I reported by the same bark up to November 
1st, 1847. I also saw a letter to Br. Johnson, which I think 
was brought through by the immigration of 1847, in which 
was stated the fact that the Executive Board had voted to 
increase our salary to $200 each, which fact I acknowledged 
in my last. The Bibles and Testaments appropriated by the 
City Bible Society have been of essential service in supplying 
the destitute and relieving the wants of our Sabbath schools 
and Bible class. The tracts have been earnestly sought and 
read with much interest, both by parents and children, and 
no doubt they have been blessed of God as an efficient auxiliary 
to the ministry of the Word and Sabbath school instruction. 
My portion of this stock of tracts is more than half gone and 
I have promised Brother Vincent Snelling some. By the bless- 
ing of the All Wise, I propose spending about two months of 
the approaching summer in the Willamette Valley. I am there- 
fore using them sparingly that I may take a package along with 
me. I earnestly hope you will not fail to have more forwarded, 



137 The "Psalmist" was a Baptist Hymnal by Baron Stow and S. F. Smith. 
McClintock and Strong, Cyc. of Bibl. Theol. and Eccl. Lit. VIII, 745. 
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at least yearly. I made a feeble appeal to the Corresponding 
Sec. A. B. P. Society in behalf of books, both for Sab. schools 
and the ministry, and also recommended the appointment of a 
colporter for Oregon who should be a preacher. I trust that 
appeal will be heeded and call forth a hearty response, not 
simply from that society, but from the churches. After last 
writing, I found a note from you on the margin of a pamph- 
let informing me for the first time of my being made a life 
member of the A. and F. Bible Society. Assure Br. Allen 
that it would afford me great pleasure to receive a line from 
him informing me through what medium my name has been 
enrolled in that list of worthy names which have contributed 
so much to publish that blessed Book unadulterated for the 
nations of the earth. The Bible is above all price. May God 
grant the unknown donor a disciple's reward and bless the 
offering to the everlasting joy of many souls. As for myself, I 
am utterly unworthy this token of respect. As I expect to 
forward this by the return party who will probably leave early 
next month, and it is somewhat uncertain whether it will reach 
you, I must defer writing much that would be interesting and 
proceed to state a few of the most important facts. 

I send you herein a report of my labor from the first of 
Nov. last up to the present date. My labors have been con- 
fined to Clatsop County. Since my last report I have thought 
best to divide my labors on the Sabbath. Accordingly I 
preach one Sabbath at my own house (a log cabin 18 feet by 
24) in the south half of these plains, and the alternate one 
in the north half of the plains. I have labored nineteen weeks, 
but part of my time I am compelled to devote to the immediate 
wants of my family. I preached 20 sermons, delivered no lec- 
tures, attended four prayer meetings and two religious con- 
ferences preparatory to the constitution of a church. Visited 
religiously forty families and persons, two common schools. 
Baptized none. Obtained no signatures to the temperance 
pledge. Have assisted in organizing no church nor the ordi- 
nation of any minister. Traveled 147 miles to and from my 
appointments. None received by letter, none by experience and 



74 Reverend Ezra Fisher 

we know of no cases of conversion. We have one young mar- 
ried brother licensed to preach by a church in Iowa. 188 The 
monthly concert of prayer is observed at my house. My people 
have paid nothing for missions, Foreign, Home or Domestic. 
Nothing for the Bible cause. Publication Soc. nothing. Edu- 
cation Soc. nothing. For my salary fourteen dollars. Con- 
nected with my station are two Sunday schools, 42 scholars 
and ten teachers and, in one school, 100 volumes recently 
donated by a friend, in the other 20 volumes. I have also a 
Bible class with eight pupils. We have commenced building a 
hewed log house for a school and meeting house, 18 feet by 
24, and will be able to use it as a place of worship within six or 
eight weeks. This may appear to your Board too trifling 
and unimportant to be named in a report, but, could you experi- 
ence all the privations of a new country as I am doing, you 
would look upon this effort as a valuable acquisition to our 
spiritual comforts and an important monument to the progress 
of civilization within the deafening roar of the Pacific's surf. 
I have regarded it an object so desirable to be accomplished that 
I have already devoted more than two weeks' time in labori- 
ous efforts through rain and shine in this work. May God be 
graciously pleased to make it a nursery of science, a fountain 
of morals, a birthplace of souls and a spiritual lighthouse to 
guide the pilgrims to the haven of rest. We have appointed the 
13th and the 19th of the present month to meet for the con- 
stitution of a church in the plains and have invited our sister 
churches to send 1 us their delegates to sit in council with us on 
the occasion. We hope a foundation is being laid here for 
future lasting usefulness. God only knows. Our congrega- 
tions have been usually good through the entire winter and 
Sabbath schools well attended and, although we can record no 
signal display of Divine grace, our apparent changes seem to 
indicate the Divine favor. I have seldom felt a deeper sense 
of the responsibility of the ministry and the importance of 
establishing correct moral and religious principles in a new 



138 This was James Bond, who lost his life by an accident in 1849. He had 
come to Oregon in 1847. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Or*. I: 8. 
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and rising community than during the last winter. We greatly 
need the prayers of the churches that we may reap ere long 
a gracious harvest. Our communities are surrounded by 
heathen and 1 no one can tell the excessively immoral influence 
which the heathen exert on a civilized community. And then 
the number of professors are few, consequently but few re- 
straints are imposed on the impenitent. Added to this, the 
fact that we are at present involved in an unpleasant Indian 
war with the Cayuse tribe inhabiting the country along the 
foot of the Blue Mountains, south of the Columbia River, 
keeps the people in a state of excitement unfavorable to the 
cultivation of the Christian graces. The apparent cause of the 
difficulty seems to have originated in the fact of the last year's 
immigrants having brought the measles among the Cayuse 
Indians. Many sickened and died with them and the flux. 
The Indians, ever jealous and credulous, suspicioned Dr. Whit- 
man of poisoning them. It seems a treacherous half-breed 
who had been educated by the missionaries and resided in Dr. 
Whitman's family circulated the report that he had overheard 
the doctor and Mr. Spaulding discussing the subject of the 
best method of exterminating the Indians. Finally, about the 
30th of November, one of the most inhuman tragedies which 
the history of savage cruelty has ever recorded was perpe- 
trated in open day. Dr. Whitman, his excellent wife, Mr. 
Rodgers, a young man of unblemished character and engaging 
manner, studying for the ministry, and ten other persons were 
brutally butchered by the very chiefs who had long manifested 
great confidence in the Dr., and for whom he has so long 
labored and sacrificed almost all the blessings of civilization 
to ameliorate their conditions and direct their whole tribe 
to the glories of Heaven through a crucified Saviour. About 
thirty men, women and children were then taken captive and 
reduced to Indian slaves, and the females suffered the most 
revolting acts of savage violence in the presence of their own 
husbands and fathers and mothers, against which no entreaties 
or remonstrances were of any avail for more than a month, till 
Mr. Ogden, one of the chief factors of the Hudson Bay Co., 
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proceeded with twenty-two men from Fort Vancouver and 
redeemed the captives and brought them to Oregon City. Mr. 
Spaulding and family rave been rescued from imminent danger 
and are now in the Willamette Valley. Messrs. Eels and 
Walker have not yet been heard from. Fears are entertained 
that they, with their families, may be cut off. Yet, as they are 
in the Spokane country, it is hoped they will find a place of 
refuge at Fort Hall in case of imminent danger. 139 Our legisla- 
ture was in session at the time of the news of the horrid massa- 
cre reached the settlements, and one company of about fifty 
men was immediately sent to The Dalles above the Cascade 
Mountains to secure the friendly relations of the Indians in 
that vicinity, and early in January five more companies were 
raised, put under the command of General Gillham and 
marched into the Cayuse country. Our troops have had two 
engagements with the Indians before reaching the Cayuse 
country, in which some fifteen or twenty Indians were killed 
and one of our men wounded. 140 Probably before this time 
there has been a general battle, if the Indians will risk an en- 
gagement in the open fields. It is generally hoped that we 
shall escape a general Indian war. The Hudson Bay Company 
exerts a great influence with the Indians, most of the officers 
and servants having taken Indian wives, and their interests and 
influence will be of a pacific character. Yet we do not feel our- 
selves altogether safe, living as we do in the midst of small 
tribes. We feel that our only confidence is in God and in His 
•lands we surrender ourselves and our little ones daily. We 
ire waiting with great anxiety. 



139 This account of the Whitman massacre is on the whole correct. The date 
was November 29th and 30th. Walker and Eells stayed in the Spokane Country 
until Spring, protected by the Indian chief. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. I: 666. 
Cornelius Gilliam, not Gillham, was the commander of the territorial troops. Ibid. 
I: 676. 

140 The one wounded was Wm. Berry. Bancroft, Hut. of Ore. I: 703. 



